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January 20. Doolittle called last evening and read me
the concluding portions of a speech which he proposes to
deliver on Wednesday if he can or soon thereafter. The
speech is very well got up.

Colonel Babcock called a little later and spent two hours
on various matters. Wanted my views on the subject
of Senator. Says Dixon is anxious. I advised that the
subject should not be agitated until after the election.

I said the same to A. E. Burr yesterday. Burr is here,
and speaks confidently of carrying Connecticut for the
Democrats by an increased majority, and of securing a
majority of the legislature. Others are alike confident,
and I trust their expectations may be verified, for our
country is in an unhappy condition, and I am not without
apprehension of a civil convulsion. There is among the
Radicals neither statesmanship, sagacity, nor sense. Hate,
revenge, thirst for power govern them. To oppress and
persecute the white population of the Southern States
is their delight; to place negro governments over them by
the aid of the military is their intention.

January 25, Saturday. The week has been a busy one,
and I have found little time and less inclination to open
this book. A venomous and malignant spirit actuates cer-
tain of the Radical leaders, and I and the Navy Depart-
ment come in for our share of their spite. The naval esti-
mates, made out when I was sick in bed, for the ensuing
year are large, unusually large; but when submitting them
I had no expectation that the appropriation would reach
the amount of these estimates, nor would I have advised
it. But the Bureaus really in that way made their sugges-
tions for improvements as well as for current expenses,
and I, erroneously and sick, allowed their presentation to
go forward without curtailment, expecting to review the
whole when well with the Naval Committees. The es-
timates for men and supplies were larger than is required,
and I intended should be reduced in the appropriations;